with animal DNA contained in mitochondria.
Experts met at the HFEA ahead of last month's decision and decided it was premature to issue research licences. Angela McNab, the chief executive, said in a statement: "This has proved complex and challenging as the law in this area is far from explicit and this area of research would be a signifi cant step change in UK science. There is not clear agreement within the scientifi c community about the need for and benefi ts of this science. The authority felt that it is important that we go through the issues and the science thoroughly and test the claims about the benefi ts of this research."
The UK has some of the most supportive legislation for research on human embryonic stem cells but the latest proposal for human-animal hybrids has prompted wider consultation. Nigel Williams reports.
Plans for human-animal stem cells stalled
Stephen Minger, head of the King's College team, said: "We're happy for the consultation to happen if it means that the public and the HFEA are more informed about what we want to do." But some commentators were less generous about the delay over a decision. The Observer newspaper commented that, in the end, "there can only be two outcomes: the government and HFEA will either ban hybrids or approve them. The fi rst option would be calamitous for it would end research with a vast potential to alleviate suffering. The second -to approvewill merely mean that lifesaving research will have been suspended for almost a year thanks to ministerial bungling." 
